After God’s Heart: The Life of King David
Part 2: A Paradigm of God’s Faithfulness
Introduction
David is referred to as a man after God’s own heart. The youngest son of Jesse, he was anointed King by
the prophet Samuel when he was just a young boy. David’s life is one of raw humanity; his joy, sorrow,
grief, repentance and worship are beautifully recorded in the 78 Psalms he is said to have written. The
historical books of 1 Samuel, 1 Kings, and 1 Chronicles give a chronological account of his life. There are a
myriad of truths, encouragements, and relevant applications that can be drawn from the life of David.
The story of David and Goliath is perhaps one of the most well known stories of David’s life. David, who at
that time was a teenager, trusted so fully in the faithfulness of God that he stood against a giant,
conquered him, and lead Israel into victory.
Text: 1 Sam 17 (vs.28-58 below)
Now Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke to the men. And Eliab's anger was kindled against
David, and he said, “Why have you come down? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the
wilderness? I know your presumption and the evil of your heart, for you have come down to see the
battle.” And David said, “What have I done now? Was it not but a word?” And he turned away from him
toward another, and spoke in the same way, and the people answered him again as before.
When the words that David spoke were heard, they repeated them before Saul, and he sent for him. And
David said to Saul, “Let no man's heart fail because of him. Your servant will go and fight with this
Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him, for you
are but a youth, and he has been a man of war from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant
used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock,
I went after him and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught
him by his beard and struck him and killed him. 36 Your servant has struck down both lions and bears, and
this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.” And
David said, “The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver
me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you!”
Then Saul clothed David with his armor. He put a helmet of bronze on his head and clothed him with a
coat of mail, and David strapped his sword over his armor. And he tried in vain to go, for he had not
tested them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot go with these, for I have not tested them.” So David put
them off. Then he took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the brook and put them in
his shepherd's pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he approached the Philistine.
And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. And when
the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and handsome in
appearance. And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the
Philistine cursed David by his gods. The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to
the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with
a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God
of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will
strike you down and cut off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this
day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a
God in Israel, and that all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the
battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hand.”
When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line
to meet the Philistine. And David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and slung it and struck the
Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground.
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So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him.
There was no sword in the hand of David. Then David ran and stood over the Philistine and took his sword
and drew it out of its sheath and killed him and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their
champion was dead, they fled. And the men of Israel and Judah rose with a shout and pursued the
Philistines as far as Gath and the gates of Ekron, so that the wounded Philistines fell on the way
from Shaaraim as far as Gath and Ekron. And the people of Israel came back from chasing the Philistines,
and they plundered their camp. And David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but
he put his armor in his tent.
As soon as Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army,
“Abner, whose son is this youth?” And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I do not know.” And the king
said, “Inquire whose son the boy is.” And as soon as David returned from the striking down of the
Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. And
Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, young man?” And David answered, “I am the son of your servant
Jesse the Bethlehemite.”

Summery
David was not a superhero. David trusted in God’s faithfulness. His automatic response was to take-on
Goliath because he knew God would be faithful. It wasn’t a question for him, nor did he doubt that he
would prevail. It was instinct; Yahweh is all-powerful, therefore Yahweh will overcome. In theory, David
could have overtaken Goliath in any way, shape or form since the Lord was with Him. Yet, God uses a
slingshot and a stone; the everyday tools David used to protect his sheep. David wasn’t trained as a
warrior, or in any special sport.
Suggested Discussion Questions
Place yourself in the story. What would have been your reaction to Goliath?
What are some of the “everyday” tools in your life that you underestimate God’s ability to use?
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